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Dr. Phil Gunter is an internationally recognized scholar and Professor of Special
Education. He has published over 50 articles in peer-reviewed journals and presented at
numerous national and international conferences. Dr. Phil Gunter currently serves as a

professor in the Dewar College of Education as well as Interim Provost and Vice

President for Academic Affairs at Valdosta State University in Valdosta, Georgia.

Education

o Tennessee Technological University

B.S. Health and Physical Education — 1972
o Tennessee Technological University

M.A. Health and Physical Education — 1973

M.A. Special Education — 1979

o West Georgia College
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Ed.S. (Specialist in Education) Special Education — 1981

o Vanderbilt University, Peabody College

Ph.D. Special Education — 1984
Dissertation: An empirical and social validation of response covariation in the reduction of

aberrant behavior of an autistic boy.

Career Beginnings

Dr. Gunter explains that he “entered the field of special education quite by
accident.” While pursuing his Master’s degree in Health and Physical Education,
Gunter was approached by a man in his program. This man had cerebral palsy and
asked Gunter to teach him to swim. Gunter agreed and was fascinated to learn about
kinesthetic perception from the perspective of a specific disability. After teaching this
man how to swim, the man asked Gunter to assist in teaching an entire group of
children with disabilities to swim. Gunter began working with these 30 students who
had a variety of disabilities and was “hooked.” He quickly enrolled in courses that were
part of a brand new major at Tennessee Technological University: Special Education

(Gunter, 2008).

Learning Experiences

Dr. Gunter has taught students with special needs in both academic subjects and
Adaptive Physical Education. He has worked with students who have varying needs,
including students with behavioral disorders, mental retardation, and other mental
health disorders and cognitive deficits. Gunter later gained employment as the director

of a county’s Special Education Center. After these experiences, Gunter again entered
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the realm of academia as a Ph.D. candidate and graduate fellow at Peabody College at

Vanderbilt University in Tennessee (P. Gunter, personal communication, October 4,
2010).

After receiving his Ph.D. in Special Education, Gunter served as the Coordinator
and then Assistant Director for exceptional student education in Ft. Myers, Florida. In
August of 1991 Gunter re-entered higher education, this time as an Assistant Scientist in

the Bureau of Child Research at the University of Kansas. Two years later Gunter was

appointed Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Special Education and

Communication Disorders at Valdosta State University in Georgia, where he remains as

a professor today. In 2003, Gunter was named Dean of the Dewar College of Education
and in 2010 he became the Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at

Valdosta State (P. Gunter, personal communication, October 4, 2010).

Personal Life and Greatest Influences

Dr. Gunter was born in McMinnville, Tennessee, which is about 50 miles away
from Nashville. Gunter is a self-proclaimed “home fixer-upper,” and he enjoys playing
racquetball as well. He and his wife live in the country with their family, which consists
of four dogs and six cats (P. Gunter, personal communication, October 11, 2010).

Dr. Gunter credits his students (in elementary, high school, and collegiate

settings) as his greatest influences because they have helped him identify and address

his weaknesses. Floyd Dennis, Richard Shores, and Jim Fox were Dr. Gunter’s mentors

while he attended Vanderbilt, and Paul Alberto of Georgia State introduced him to
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Applied Behavioral Analysis. Gunter is also thankful for the assistance of “Betsy,” the

special education director for Lee County Schools in Florida, and F.D. Toth, a retired

education dean at Valdosta State. Toth allowed him to test his beliefs and knowledge in

real classroom settings and use this information to create superior special education

teacher preparation programs. Dr. Ken Denny and Dr. Julie Lee are two of Dr. Gunter’s

most influential colleagues and they have assisted Gunter in identifying the next
direction that he wishes to pursue with his work (P. Gunter, personal communication,

October 11, 2010).

Research

Gunter has studied children’s behavior motivations in classrooms to determine
teaching approaches, which increase the occurrence of positive behaviors and decrease
the occurrence of negative ones (Shores et al., 1993). Throughout his career as a special
educator and professor of special education, Gunter has remained committed to
performing practical research that can be applied in classrooms and ensuring that such

research is accessible (Gunter & Brady, 1984).

Today

In addition to continued service as a professor in the College of Education, Dr.
Gunter is acting as Interim Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs at Valdosta

State University. Gunter reports that he absolutely loves serving in this new capacity,

largely due to the fact that he is working under University President Dr. Patrick Schloss,
who is also a famed special education professor and scholar (P. Gunter, personal

communication, October 4, 2010).
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Publications (Selected)

Gunter, P. L. (2001). Data-based decision-making to ensure positive outcomes for
children/youth with challenging behaviors. (pp. 49-52). In L. M. Bullock &

R. A. Gable (Eds), Addressing social, academic, and behavioral needs within
inclusive and alternative settings. Reston, VA: Council for Exceptional Children.

Gunter, P., Brady, M.P., & Langford, C. (1985). Why aren't research results in
practice: A special education dilemma. In M.P. Brady & P. Gunter (EDs.)
Integrating moderately and severely handicapped learners: Strategies that work.
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.

Gunter, P., Brady, M.P., Shores, R.E., Fox, J.]., Owen, S., & Goldzweig, I. (1984). The
reduction of aberrant vocalization with auditory feedback and resulting
collateral behavioral change of two autistic boys. Behavioral Disorders, 9, 253-
263.

Gunter, P. L., & Coutinho, M. J. (1997). The growing need to understand negative
reinforcement in teacher training programs. Teacher Education and Special
Education, 20, 249-264.

Gunter, P. L., & Denny, R. K. (1996). Research issues and needs regarding teachers’
use of classroom management strategies. Behavioral Disorders,22, 15-20.

Gunter, P. L., & Denny, R. K. (1998). Trends, issues, and research needs regarding
academic instruction of students with emotional and behavioral disorders.
Behavioral Disorders, 24, 44-50.

Gunter, P. L., Denny, R. K,, Jack, S. L., Shores, R. E., & Nelson, C. M. (1993).
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Aversive stimuli in academic interactions between students with serious
emotional disturbance and their teachers. Behavioral Disorders, 18, 265-274.
Gunter, P. L., Denny, R. K,, Jack, S. L., Shores, R. E., Reed, T, & Nelson, C.M. (1994).

Teacher escape, avoidance, and counter control behaviors: Potential
responses to disruptive and aggressive behaviors of children with severe
behavior disorders. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 3, 211-223.

Gunter, P., Fox, J.J., Brady, M.P., Shores, R.E., & Cavanaugh, K. (1988).
Nonhandicapped peers as multiple exemplars: A generalization tactic for
promoting autistic students' social skills. Behavioral Disorders, 3,116-126.

Gunter, P. L., Fox, J. J., McEvoy, M. A,, Shores, R. E., & Denny, R. K. (1993). A case
study of the reduction of aberrant, repetitive responses of an adolescent with
autism. Education and Treatment of Children, 16, 187-197.

Gunter, P. L., Hummell, J. H., & Conroy, M. A. (1998). Increasing correct academic
responding: An effective intervention strategy to decrease behavior
problems. Effective School Practices, 17, 55-61.

Gunter, P. L., Jack, S. L., Shores, R. E., Carrell, D., & Flowers, J. (1993). Lag
sequential analysis as a tool for functional analysis of student disruptive
behavior in classrooms. Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, 1, 138-148.

Gunter, P., & Levy, S. (1985). Vocational training of moderately and severely
handicapped: Success, failure, and the future. In M.P., Brady & P. Gunter
(Eds.), Integrating moderately and severely handicapped learners: Strategies that
work. Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.

Gunter, P. L., Miller, K., Venn, M.L., Thomas, K., & House, S. (2002). Have students
graph their own data with the desktop computer. Teaching Exceptional Children, 35,

30-34.
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Gunter, P. L., & Reed, T. M. (1996). Self-evaluation of instruction: A protocol for
functional assessment of teaching behavior. Intervention in School and Clinic,
31, 225-230.

Gunter, P. L., & Reed, T. M. (1997). Academic instruction of children with
emotional and behavioral disorders using scripted lessons. Preventing School
Failure, 42, 33-37.

Gunter, P.L., Reffel, ]., Rice, C., Peterson, S., & Venn, M. L. (2005) Four possible
instructional modifications for use in general education classrooms to
enhance the academic and social behaviors of students with E/BD.
Preventing School Failure, 49, 41-46.

Gunter, P. L., Shores, R. E., Jack, S. L., Denny, R. K., & DePaepe, P. A. (1994). A case
study of the effects of altering instructional interactions on the disruptive

behavior of a child identified with severe behavior disorders. Education and

Treatment of Children, 17, 435-444.

Gunter, P. L., & Sutherland, K. (2005). Opportunities to respond. In R. Horner & G.
Sugai, Encyclopedia of Behavior Modification. (pp. 1131-1132). Thousand Oaks: CA,
Sage.

Gunter, P. L., & Venn, M. L. (2006). How to monitor the rate of student correct
academic responding. In M.M. Kerr & C.M. Nelson (Eds.) Strategies for Addressing

Behavior Problems in the Classroom (5" Ed). (pp.134-136). Columbus, OH: Pearson.
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